CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS IN CROATIA

DATES OF CHRISTMAS PERIOD AND ASSOCIATED TRADITIONS

· ADVENT – Christmas period starts 4 weeks before Christmas. Each Sunday one candle on Christmas wreath is lit.  The first candle simbolizes hope, the second one peace, the third one stands for joy and the fourth for love. Each morning those who actively practise religion go to early morning services at 6 o'clock.

· 4th December Saint Barbara – wheat is  sown at homes.

· 6th December Saint Nicholas – children get presents in their boots which need to be cleaned the night before and put on window sills. Together with St. Nicholas there is also a character of Krampus (Devil) who scares children who haven't been good and puts switches in their boots. Actually parents secretely prepare presents and children believe they were brought by St. Nicholas because they had been good for the whole year.

· 13th December – St. Lucia - wheat is sown. In Dalmatia, southern Croatian region, children get presents. 

· 24th December Christmas Eve – fasting, Christmas tree is decorated, straw and a log are brought into house, people go to midnight churc service. Everybody congratulates Christmas, parents put presents under Christmas trees. Presents are „brought“ by little Jesus or Santa Clause.  People sing traditional Christmas carols  announcing the birth of Jesus and everybody offers them food and drinks.

· 25th December Christmas – festive lunch and attendance of church service, a day is spent at home with family members.

· 26th December Saint Stephen – custom of congratulating Christmas and name day to everybody named Stephen, people visit relatives and friends. Lunch is more festive than on an ordinary day.

· 28th December  Innocent children – parents take their children to church to receive the blessings.

· 31st December New Year's Eve – in churches there is a thanksgiving service held in order to thank God for everything happened during the past year. In the evening people celebrate the coming of the New Year and have parties. 

· 6th January Epiphany  –  Christmas decorations are taken from Christmas trees which are removed from the house, Christmas customs end here.

· In the period from 26th December  to  6th January  priests go from house to house in their parish to bless them 

TRADITIONAL HOLIDAY FOOD 
· Christmas Eve – fast food is prepared: fast beans, fish, flat bread, samll doughnuts, and on the table there is a dish with walnuts, hazelnuts, carobs, almonds, dried figs and apples.

· Christmas – the following is prepared: soup, pot roast with rolled dough, aspic,  meat rolled in sour cabbage leaves, Christmas pie, gingerbread, dried figs' pie, honey biscuits, poppy seed roll, walnut roll and all kinds of buiscits and cakes.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING - TRADITIONAL

· Merry Christmas, I wish you and honest Christmas, I wish you a blessed Christmas you“

