EASTER TRADITIONS IN CROATIA
· The resurrection is 40 days from Ash Wednesday.
LENT – Latin quadragesima is a period of 40 days in which the Christians prepare for  Easter (by praying, fastening, listening to and obeying the God's word and by doing good deeds)
· Lent starts on Ash Wednesday and it ends on Easter Eve
· Beginning and end of Lent is marked by penance, that is by Great fasting and abstinence from meat. Great fasting means eating plenty once a day and abstinence from meat means not having any meat or meat products.
· During Lent no weddings or bigger celebrations are held
· On Ash Wednesday the priest sprinkles ash on Christians and says: "Remember, man, you are dust and to dust you will return."
· Palm Sunday is celebrated on Sunday before Easter. It is the first Day of Holy Week. It is when Christians remember how Jesus triumphantly entered Jerusalem. 
· When entering Jerusalem, people greeted him waving palm and olive tree branches and by spreading out their clothes lining the road for Jesus riding on a donkey. 
· On Palm Sunday bunches of branches are brought to churches for blessing
· Maundy Thursday is Christian remembrance of Jesus' last supper
· On Maundy Thursday Jesus and his 12 disciples for the last time celebrated Jewish holiday of Passover and established the holy service and clerical order.
· In the hall of last supper Jesus washed feet of his disciples. Washing legs is sign of serving and hospitality.
· On Maundy Thursday morning Mass there the oil used for holy confirmation is blessed as well as oil used for Sacrament of the Sick
· Good Friday is a very important day for all Christians when they remember that Jesus died for all of us. 
· On Good Friday there is no church service. Altar is without cross, candelabrum, flowers and alter-cloths.
· People gather in churches to contemplate Jesus' torment by praying. Only house chores are done, no field works are done
· No meat is eaten, and only one complete meal is allowed. People in continental Croatia usually have beans, dried fruit, stewed fruit, cheese strudel and rolled pastry with walnuts and poppy seed. Fish is also eaten.
· ŽUDIJAS are guards of the Christ tomb.
· Easter Eve / Holy Saturday is a day of silence and prayers.
· On Easter Eve night there is an Easter vigil which is a part of Easter tradition.
· Loads of branches are brought in front of churches where they light bonfires. The flame is used to lit Easter candle.
· At Easter vigil people bring baskets with Easter food to be blessed (cross dough buns, eggs, ham, salt)
EASTER is the most important Christian holiday
· It celebrates the Jesus' resurrection and winning over sin and death
· On Easter morning people eat blessed food
· People attend holy Mass dressed in their best clothes, pray and spend the rest of the day within their families
· children play games which include died eggs like: Easter eggs' knocking, hitting Easter eggs with coins, searching for hidden eggs around the house or in bushes outside the house etc.
EGG DYING – boiled eggs are dyed on Good Friday
· when there weren't artificial dyes people used onion peels, red chicory, beetroot
· Easter eggs were also given as presents to loved ones and had pictures of hearts, doves or messages (This egg is given in return for a kiss – Međimurje) but also love cards and cards with religious words were exchanged
EASTER MONDAY – There is an Easter church service
· on Easter Monday there was a meeting of two disciples with resurrected Jesus on the way to Emaus (they did not recognize him because his body was changed)
· Czech minority in our region has a tradition of waking up girls on Easter Monday. Boys visit families with girls fit for marriage. They have wickers in their hand and touch girls they like and afterwards they exchange gifts.
